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PENNSYLVANIA STATUTES AND CONSOLIDATED STATUTES PURDON'S PENNSYLVANIA 

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES TITLE 18. CRIMES AND OFFENSES PART II. DEFINITION OF 

SPECIFIC OFFENSES ARTICLE F. OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER AND DECENCY 

CHAPTER 55. RIOT, DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND RELATED OFFENSES 

§ 5511. Cruelty to animals 

 

(c) Cruelty to animals.--A person commits a summary offense if he wantonly or cruelly illtreats, 

overloads, beats, otherwise abuses any animal, or neglects any animal as to which he has a duty 

of care, whether belonging to himself or otherwise, or abandons any animal, or deprives any 

animal of necessary sustenance, drink, shelter or veterinary care, or access to clean and sanitary 

shelter which will protect the animal against inclement weather and preserve the animal's body 

heat and keep it dry. This subsection shall not apply to activity undertaken in normal agricultural 

operation.  

(d) Selling or using disabled horse.--A person commits a summary offense if he offers for sale or 

sells any horse, which by reason of debility, disease or lameness, or for other cause, could not be 

worked or used without violating the laws against cruelty to animals, or leads, rides, drives or 

transports any such horse for any purpose, except that of conveying the horse to the nearest 

available appropriate facility for its humane keeping or destruction or for medical or surgical 

treatment.  

(e) Transporting animals in cruel manner.--A person commits a summary offense if he carries, or 

causes, or allows to be carried in or upon any cart, or other vehicle whatsoever, any animal in a 

cruel or inhumane manner. The person taking him into custody may take charge of the animal 

and of any such vehicle and its contents, and deposit the same in some safe place of custody, and 

any necessary expenses which may be incurred for taking charge of and keeping the same, and 

sustaining any such animal, shall be a lien thereon, to be paid before the same can lawfully be 

recovered, or the saidexpenses or any part thereof remaining unpaid may be recovered by the 

person incurring the same from the owner of said creature in any action therefor.  
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(e.1) Transporting equine animals in cruel manner.-- Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

a person commits a summary offense for each equine animal if the person carries, or causes or 

allows to be carried any equine animal in or upon any conveyance, or other vehicle whatsoever 

with two or more levels STACKED ON TOP OF ONE ANOTHER. A person who violates this 

subsection on a second or subsequent occasion commits a misdemeanor of the third degree for 

each equine animal transported. 


