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Six international animal welfare organizations * are calling for a ban on horse and equine meat imported into Europe and Switzerland from horses
slaughtered in the Americas. Supported by the Eurogroup for Animals, they denounce the deplorable conditions of keeping, transporting and
slaughtering horses whose meat is destined for the European market. This trade, which is a source of great suffering, does not comply with the
requirements of the European Union in terms of animal protection. In addition to maltreatment, the ** survey conducted in the United States reveals a
lack of traceability of slaughtered animals, which is likely to present a risk to public health.

*kk

From today, 1 St March 2017 , a recent resolution of the European Commission *** applies imported horse meat will now be derived "from domestic solipeds
which have been kept for at least six months” in The third country before slaughter. This quarantine measure, taken to address the problem of traceability of
horses and to minimize the risk of drug residues in meat , appears inadequate and may further aggravate the dramatic situation of the approximately 44,000

American horses slaughtered at Canada, as well as Brazilian horses slaughtered in Uruguay for export to the European market.

Indeed, the requirement of a six-month waiting period will not clarify
the origin of horses trafficked (flights in Argentina or smuggling in
Uruguay) or offer guarantees concerning the absence of residues Of
substances prohibited in meat, such as phenylbutazone, after this
period. On the other hand, the gathering and gathering pens of horses
intended for butchery, dirty and already saturated, will have to keep
waiting more animals wounded, weakened or even gestating. The list
of the suffering inflicted on horses destined for the international trade
in meat is long: transport over hundreds of kilometers without water or
food in obsolete trucks, brutal handling by unskilled personnel,
feedlots and enclosures of non-compliant slaughterhouses And
overcrowded,

The two-year survey (2015-2016) in the United States, Canada,
Uruguay and Argentina by the associations AWF and TSB, Animals’
Angels USA and FTA shows that the conditions of detention,

Slaughtering of horses for slaughter has not improved since that ! @Tier Schutz Bund Ziirich
carried out in 2012. This new survey reveals cruel practices

throughout the production chain which run counter to the standards of animal welfare in force In Europe or in Switzerland, as well as an absence of
traceability, notes the Eurogroup for Animals . While previous investigations have resulted in a ban on Mexican horse meat imports into the EU in 2015, such a
ban has not been applied to countries such as Argentina, Uruguay and Canada. However, production conditions in approved abattoirs in North and South America
pose similar problems, in terms of equine welfare and consumer protection, than those reported in Mexico.

For animal welfare organizations, "the only way to remedy this situation is a European ban on imports of horse meat produced in cruel conditions on the other side
of the Atlantic” . They also call for the labeling of origin of meat, which has become compulsory in the bovi
now, there is no obligation to mention the country of origin on the label. MORE IN EQUIDAE

® European Parliament: draft resolution to better
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On a herd of more than one million horses, France raises less than 10% for the production of hors regulate equine ownership and care

especially to Italy . Conversely, it imports massive adult horse meat to meet the demand of French consi o .
The own-initiative report * on the equine sector,

supported by MEP Julie Girling, received the support of
the Federation of ...

in France is derived from domestic production. Aimost all the meat sold by the supermarket is imp:
Latin America. [Canada, Argentina and Uruguay are the largest suppliers in France. On their side,
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La quasi-totalité de la viande vendue par la grande distribution es
importée, provenant pour moitié de chevaux abattus en Amérique d
Nord et en Amérique latine.

* The collective, supported by Eurogroup for Animals (Brussels), includes Welfarm (France), the Assa
France), the Animal Welfare Foundation (AWF, ), Tierschutzbund Zirich (TSB, Switzerland), Eyes on,  Contribute a better translation
(USA) and For the Animals (FTA, Uruguay).

** https://youtu.be/Jo_GIDXtOx8

*** Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/1832 of 17 October 2016 amending Regulation (EU) No 206/2010, in particular the model certificates for the
import into the Union of fresh meat of solipeds And the animal health conditions for residues, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?
uri=celex:32016R1832

Read also our previous article: a survey in Latin America reports on practices of slaughter at risk and of maltreatment

Enquéte : les importations de viande chevaline depuis 'Amérique du Sud
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lives of horses, donkeys and mais pas la présence vétérinaire encadrer les soins de fin de vie profession vétérinaire en Europe
mules in Europe a plein temps
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