Investigations & Advocacy

The Transport of Slaughter Horses from Montana to Mexico
Part 1: The Billings Auction & Transport from Montana to New
Mexico
Introduction:
Every week, thousands of US horses are sold at auctions across the United States to be
slaughtered for human consumption. The horses are purchased by so called “kill buyers”, who
supply the slaughter plants in Canada and Mexico. Once the horses are purchased at an auction,
they are usually transported to the kill buyers collecting station where they might spend a few
days until the buyer has enough horses (usually 28-36) for a shipment. If the horses are
slaughtered in Mexico, they are then transported to export pens located in Texas and New
Mexico. After another brief stay in these pens, the horses embark for their final transport to the
Mexican plant. By the time the horse arrives at the plant, it has endured several thousand miles
of transport in crowded trailers without access to food or water. Heat exhaustion and dehydration
are common and often cause horses to go down in the trailer and being trampled to death.
This investigation exposes what slaughter horses go through on their dreadful journey from
“stable to table”, our investigators documented the entire process from auction to slaughter plant.

A) Billings, MT

B) Eaton, CO

C) Los Lunas, NM
Distance: 2126 Miles

D) Presidio, TX

E) Jerez, MX

Investigations & Advocacy

A) Billings Horse Auction, MT
Dates:
10/26/13-10/27/13
Location:
2443 N Frontage Rd
Billings, MT 59101
Background Information:
The Billings Livestock Commission sells cattle every week on Thursdays. The 4th weekend of
each month, BLC holds one of the largest horse sales in the country, selling 500 to 1100 horses
on any given weekend. Riding horses sell on Saturday, while the majority of the loose horses are
sold on Sunday. Since 1984 the auction is owned by Joe Goggins, horse sale managers are Jann
& Bill Parker.

Observations:
10/26/13
The two day sale started with the riding horse sale on Saturday and then continued with the loose
horse sale on Sunday. Investigators arrived on 10/26/13 at 10:00am. The large auction has an
extensive outdoor pen area, a restaurant, stalls, a riding arena and multiple parking lots.
The riding horse sale was already ongoing. There were approx. 900 horses & 150 cattle in the
pen area. Riding horses were kept in pens closer to the auction, while the loose horses were kept
in large pens in the back. All animals had access to hay and water. Close to the pens in the back
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were also two loading ramps and a small office building to check the arriving horses in. The
trailer of kill buyer Scott Kurtenbach from Lawler, IA was parked in the back of the parking lot.
The large pens in the back were extremely muddy and the horses were standing in mud mixed
with manure and urine to above their ankles. In some areas, there was insufficient drainage and
the urine had pooled. Investigators noted an emaciated, red roan gelding in a small pen all the
way in the back, which was partially flooded with urine. A Black Angus heifer was also in the
same pen.

Emaciated gelding

Pen covered in mud and urine

Investigators continued to walk the vast pen area and noted multiple horses with fresh cuts, leg
injuries, eye infections and ribs showing. They spotted a miniature horse caught in one of the
heavy pen gates, unable to free himself. No one from the auction addressed the situation until
investigators urged workers to help the struggling animal. Outside the pen area, investigators
noticed a new sign stating that the auction would not accept “extremely thin horses, blind horses,
obviously sick or injured/bleeding animals”.

Miniature horse caught in pen gate

Eye Infection
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10/27/13
Investigators returned to the sale at 8:30am. The temperature was 37 degrees Fahrenheit. The
loose horse sale started at 9:00am. Pen riders moved the horses in large groups from the back
pens to the area behind the auction ring. The horses were very agitated and a lot of fighting &
kicking was observed.

Several kill buyers were in attendance. Scott Kurtenbach, who delivers horses to the Canadian
Premium Meats plant in Lacombe, AB, as well as Colorado horse trader Jason Fabrizius and a
buyer for Bouvry Exports were bidding. These kill buyers, buying under numbers 463, 578 and
398, picked up the majority of the horses sold. Each horse passed through the auction ring in
approx. 20 seconds. The handling of the horses in the chute leading to the auction ring was rough,
investigators saw multiple horses being hit over their heads with full force or gates being
slammed on them.

Kill buyers in front row of auction ring

Horse struggling at auction ring entrance
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A slow moving mini was roped by one of the pen riders and dragged out of the auction ring. The
buyer for Bouvry purchased a Paint horse with a profusely bleeding front leg. The auctioneer
continuously joked with the kill buyers, calling the horses the “cheapest protein you can get”.
The loose horse sale ended at 11:13, all kill buyers bought multiple loads of horses. The
emaciated gelding remained in the back pen, he did not go through the sale. At 11:45am,
Sheridan Trucking (DOT 551306) arrived for the horses bought by Kurtenbach. Investigators
noted that by now slaughter tags had been applied to many of the horses close to the loading
ramp.

Horse with USDA slaughter tag

D & J Livestock at ramp

At 1:12pm, D &J Livestock (DOT 053541) from Great Falls, MT arrived and loaded some of the
horses bought for Bouvry. 22 horses were put into three compartments, one of them was
observed limping as it walked into the trailer. He finished loading at 1:38pm and left the
premises shortly thereafter. At 5:08pm, the blue Peterbilt of kill buyer Fabrizius (DOT 2431837)
arrived at the auction and backed up to the loading ramp. Fabrizius, who used to buy horses for
long time Colorado kill buyer Charles Carter, only recently acquired his own truck & trailer. The
driver rushed the horses into the boarded up, single deck trailer and finished loading at 5:25pm.

Fabrizius truck at loading ramp

Fabrizius truck leaving auction premises
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The truck left the premises at 5:34pm and driving East on I-90 at 5:37pm. At 7:26, the truck
stopped at the Wyoming port of entry and continued driving ten minutes later. The truck stopped
again at 8:20pm to refuel. (I-25 / Exit 56A) Afterwards, he continued driving and started heading
towards Colorado. The driver appeared to be very tired at that point, at times driving 20 miles
under the speed limit only to increase speed the next moment to 90 miles/hour.

At 1:17am, the truck left the interstate (Exit 269a) and started heading towards Kersey, CO. By
then, the driver finally noticed that he was being followed and started to give wrong turn signals
and to stop along the road in an attempt to get rid of the investigators. However, already knowing
the truck’s destination, investigators managed to observe the truck until he arrived at the
Fabrizius premises in Eaton, CO at 1:38am. The horses were unloaded into large holding pens in
the back of the property. There was no more activity.

Time to Destination:
Miles to Destination:

8 Hours
528 Miles
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B) Fabrizius Slaughter Horse Collecting Station, Eaton, CO
10/28/13
Investigators returned to the premises at 9:00am the next morning. The truck was still backed up
to the loading ramp. There were approx. 40 horses in the pen area. A mare with her foal was kept
in a separate pen. Hay had been scattered around in the pens and most of the horses were eating.

At 11:50am, the driver returned to his truck and started up the motor. The horses were reloaded
into the trailer at 1:10pm. Shortly thereafter, the truck started to head South on I-25. After a few
stops for weigh stations and fuel, the truck crossed Raton Pass (Elevation 7834ft) in New Mexico
at 6:00pm. When the driver stopped in Las Vegas, NM to get something to eat (7:45pm), he
noticed that he was being followed again. Since investigators knew that the truck was heading to
the Dennis Chavez slaughter horse collecting station in Los Lunas, they decided to abandon the
trailing and catch back up with the truck at the final destination.
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They arrived at the feedlot at 10:30pm, just in time to document the Fabrizius truck leaving the
premises empty. When the driver realized that he had been caught again, he snapped and tried to
run the investigator’s car over with his truck. The attempt failed and the truck started heading
back north to Colorado.
Time to Destination
Miles to Destination

9 Hours
526 Miles

C) Dennis Chavez Collecting Station, Los Lunas, NM
10/29/13
Location:
Southwest Livestock Auction
24 Dalies Rd
Los Lunas, NM
Investigators returned to the collecting station of New Mexico’s largest slaughter horse buyer
Dennis Chavez at 8:50am. All the pens visible from the main road were empty. A few cars and
several single deck trailers were parked on the premises. Investigators drove around the
premises to take a look at the backside, where the composting area is located.

The large piles of manure were covered with sun bleached bones and several horse skulls were
visible. They noted that the pens all the way in the back contained approx. 40 horses. Many of
the horse were thin, covered in scars, their ribs clearly showing. One thin horse was lying down
and appeared to be very weak. Some auction tags were still attached.
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Thin horse lying down
From the Los Lunas collecting station, the horses are shipped to export pens along the Mexican
border. Public documents show that Dennis Chavez ships thousands of horses per year to the
Mexican plants in Camargo and Jerez. Chavez uses Montoya Trucking (DOT 444262) to
transport his horses to the Presidio and Santa Teresa export pens.
(SEE PART 2 OF INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: THE EXPORT OF AMERICAN HORSES TO
MEXICO FOR SLAUGHTER)

Transport Companies & FMCSR Violation Summary
1) Montoya Trucking (DOT 444262)
Violation

395.3(a)(1)

Description

# Total
Violations

Requiring or permitting driver to drive more than 11 3
hours
395.3(a)(2)
Requiring or permitting driver to drive after 14 4
hours on duty
395.3A2Driving beyond 14 hour duty period (Property 3
PROP
carrying vehicle)
395.3(a)(3)(ii) Driving beyond 8 hour limit since the end of the last 1
off duty or sleeper period of at least 30 minutes
395.3(b)
60/70 - hour rule violation
1

# OOS
Violations

Violation
Weight

1

7

3

7

0

7

0

7

1

7
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395.5B2PASS
395.8

Driving after 70 hours on duty in a 8 day period. 1
(Passenger carrying vehicle)
Driver's record of duty status (general/form and 11
manner)
False report of driver's record of duty status
1
Driver's record of duty status not current
9
Driver failing to retain previous 7 days' logs
2

395.8(e)
395.8(f)(1)
395.8(k)(2)
383.23(a)(2)
383.51ASOUT
391.41(a)
391.41A-F
391.45(b)

1

7

0

1

1
0
2

7
5
5

Operating a CMV without a CDL
118
Driving a CMV while CDL is suspended for safety-related or unknown reason 1 1 5
and outside the driver's license state of issuance.
Driver not in possession of medical certificate
101
Operating a property-carrying vehicle without possessing a valid medical 1 0 1
certificate.
Expired medical examiner's certificate
401

2) D & J Livestock (DOT 053541)
Violation

392.2C
392.2SLLS2
392.2SLLS4

Description

# Total
Violations

Failure to obey traffic control device
1
State/Local Laws - Speeding 6-10 miles per hour over 1
the speed limit
State/Local Laws - Speeding 15 or more miles per hour 1
over the speed limit

393.100(b)
393.45
393.45(b)(2)
393.60(c)
393.75(a)

# OOS
Violations

Violation
Weight

0
0

5
4

0

10

Leaking/spilling/blowing/falling cargo
Brake tubing and hose adequacy
Failing to secure brake hose/tubing against mechanical damage
Damaged or discolored windshield
Flat tire or fabric exposed

557
114
104
101
118

