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1. Introduction
The investigation of Atlantaés Carriage Horse 1| nd
Ani mal s6 Angel s from c onc datrhe tiorsésnvere expatad ad ssibstandahdo
conditions and inhumane treatmerfo me of the pictures shown in thi

Angels by a source not affiliated with the organizatiésthinformation about the industry & complaints were
obtained by Ani mal sé Angel s vi &Of nBte, mend of the cefulatihgn f o r
agencie Ani mal s & An g eHelpful ar gyick to pravitdeeis: reguestee information.

2. Background Information

Atlanta currently hastwo carrage horse companie42 horse drawn carriagesd 13 registered carriage
horsesThe horses are housed in tat@ablespothlocated on Tift Street:

FantasyCarriages LLC:

Established 2008

521 Tift Street SW, Atlanta Georgia 30310.
Owner: Cecil White.
www.fantasycarriageslic.com

Nottingham Shire & Carriage for Hire LLC:
556 Tift Street Atlanta Georgia 30310.
Owner: Amanda Araim.
www.atlantacarriages.com
http://www.carriageforhire.com/index.html

The third company, Capitol Carriage owned by Edward Gates, closed in 2011 after multiple configiigidts
inspections  and exposure of sub standard  condtions by Fox news.
http://www.myfoxatlanta.com/story/178701 78tiamcarriagehousecloses

From their stables, the horses travel to five carriage stands in downfbiway. are located at Peachtree St/
International Blvd Centennial Olympic Park Dnternational Blvg Peachtree Center Ave/lnternational Blvd.,
Pryor Street Undergrourahd Park Ave Weddaker St

In Atlanta, the horse drawn carriages are are alloweabéate for hireon weekdaysafter 6:30pm and on
weekends after 1pnivery day of the week the carriages must be off the street by 6am to avoid morning rush
hour.
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Reqgulating Agencies

Georgia Department of Agriculture/Equine Health
Mat Thompson Manager

Tel: 404656-3713 Fax: 404632128

Email: mark.thompson@agr.georgia.gov
http://agr.georgia.gov/equideealth.aspx

Information from websiteEquine health is responsible for enforcing the Humane Care for Equines Act, the
Equine Act of 1969 and excerpts of the Animal Protection Act. Enforcement of these laws is achieved through
the inspection of equine sales, abuse complaints, stables ansl even

Atlanta Police Department

Division of Taxicabs & Vehicles for Hire

818 Pollard Blvd Sw Suite 241

Atlanta, Georgia 30315

Office: (404) 5463090
http://www.atlantapd.orgidisionoftaxicabsandvehiclesforhire.aspx

The APD Vehicles for Hire Division enforce the City of Atlanta ordinances that pertain to horse carriages.
They also issue the horse carriage driving permits and inspect the carriages.

Fulton County Animal Services

860 Marietta Blvd NW

Atlanta, GA 30318

4046130358
http://www.fultonanimalservices.com

Fulton County Animal Services Officers enforce the Fulton County animal ordinance and state animal related
laws

Laws & Requlations

The carriage horse industry is regulated by Atkanta City Ordinance, Chapter 162, Division 7 (Equine
Drawn Vehicles)which provides guidelines regarding working & housing conditions, work hours and
treatment. However, a violation diis ordinance only results in temporary removal of the equine in question
from work and a fine not to exceed $100.00.

3. Observations& Complaints

Over the course of the last three years, multg@mplairis about Fantasy Stables & Nottingham Shire and
Carriage for Hirehave been filed with Fulton County Animabgtrol, Georgia Department of Agriculture and
the Atlanta Police Department.

A) Housing Conditions for the Horses
a) Nottingham Shire & Carriage for Hire :

The premises on Tift Street are amp 2 acres. The horses are kept in an opetinrshed and a fenced in
paddock. There is a grassy area on the premises, however, it is fenced off and the horses do not have access t
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it. When it rains, te paddock isftenflooded and entire area is ettrely muddy. Pictures taken by

eyewitnesses confirm that at times, the horses have little to no bedding and very limited space to get out of the
rain. The pictureslso show that the horses eat their hay in this extremely muddy environment and that their
manure is piled up right next to the hay feedare topoor drainag®bservedit is likely to take weeks for ¢h
paddock area to dry after a heavy rainfall.

Yl ~ h!
;

Horses eating from feeerplaced in mud next to manure piles Roof in disrepair

Multiple complaints about the conditions for the horses were filed with the Gé&xegartment of Agricultue.

Pictures taken on 3/16/My an inspectordr the Department confirm thesbservations, however, no action

was taken according to the records provid®d. 1/13/12, Mat Thompson, Manager of the Equine Health
Section, instructed the ownof Nottingham Shire to pick the paddocks of manure, the repair the barn and to
cover the manure piles. Nothing has happened. None of the documents obtained show that any fine was eve
given to the owner for violation of the ordinance.

The Atlanta ordiance requires that

Bedding in stalls and stables shall be highly absorbent and comfortable, if in direct contact with the equine and
shall be provided as follows:

(1) Bedding shall be deep enough so as to adequately absorb wetness.

(2) Beddingso used shall not be a type that will harm or in any way be a discomfort to the equine.
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(3) Bedding shall be deep enough to provide adequate cushion and support.
4 Surfaces, including floors, with bedding shall be free of odor and waste ahdeshdeaned and
disinfected regularly.

Nottingham/Shire Carriages
Atlanta, Fulton Co.
8/20

Picturesof horses standing in deep miatken by Georgia Department of AG inspector
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Note written by inspector after visiting premises
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b) Fantasy Stables LLC

The premises of Faasy Stable containa 12 stall barn and (until 2012) a small dirt loDver the pasyears,

the Georgia Department of Agriculture has received numerous complaints about the condition of the dirt lot.
Their own investigators documented mud close to tBda deep as well ditthy, plastic water buckets with

very little water for the horseéccording to public documentsn d Ani mal s6 Angel s obse
2014 the horses armeow kept in indoors stalls, the dirt lot is no longer in use.

On 2/25/11, the Equine Division of the Georgia Department of Agriculture received a complaint from the
Atl anta Police Depart me ndownaahdopotentialy inuredd ‘Whaege Ama rmsad
Angels requested more information about this indideath the police department and the GA Department of
AG responded that there wene records available Mat Thompson from the Equine Division of the GA
Department of A GCosderaingehd horsethaawent dowain 2011, we never sahwatss.

He was treated by a vahd removed to the w n eprivte farm. This incident was late at nighhelvet said

he had a viruso.

Fantasy Stables owner Cecil White also leases some property in Douglasville, where he keeps some of the
carriages horseshenever they are not working. Accard to public documents, the Equine Division of the

GA Department of AGand the local polichavealready beertalled to this location. Concerned neighbours

had reported emaciated horses, frozen water troughs, insoffiaccess to food and the horses standing in
ankle deep mudHowever, theolice officer dispatched to the premises apparently did not find anything wrong
regarding these living conditions and no action was taken.
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According to the police rept the officer was inforng by a renter (no affiliation witlhe horses or Cecil
Whi t e), that the thin s or Aceordinghto thespelicewepart, thishinformatbru et
was never questioned.

The inspector of the GA DepartmentdfG not ed t hat: ifithere was no obvi
who might need vet attention to regain 10% bodyo.
really received veterinary attention or that any of the agencies inviwilledied up to check on the condition

of the horseThe horse has since been moved to an unknown location

When Ani mal s® A rigited tee piemiseg antli2#jltheéymlscsnoted that the horses were
standing in ankle deep mud and appearetbtchave a dry resting spadéhere were only three horses on the
property, one black carriage horse andtwoegy carri age horse fAprospectso,

B) Condition of Horses & Work Environment
In Atlanta, all carriage horses are all@ixte be worked fron6:30 p.m. until 6:00 a.m., thday through Friday
and from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 am on weekenten the carriage horses leave the stables andhstading to

the carriage standthey have to find their way tbugh streets with heawyaffic i a dangerous endeavour.

Accidents involving horse drawn carriages haleadyresulted in severe bodily harof nonexpecting
passengershttp://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/04/17/injuratiantaspeedinecarhits-horsedrawncarriage/
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Whil e the accident was not t hheakesimeryrcleaatgaéthetkisinovreomo s
for horse drawn carriages in the 21st oeptraffic of Atlanta. Not only are the horses forced to inhale the
exhaust fumes, which is likely to cause respiratory problems, they are also exposed to risky overtakes of
impatient cab drivers, rushing emergency vehicles and honking horns.

The major jpoblems seen in carriage horses stem from four main health caretsyrasand muscle injuries,
tack related problems, shoes and feet and heat/cold stress along with some management/husbandry concerns

Respiratory problemsare alsoagreat concern asehideotaken June®}, 2013of a cariiage horse struggling
to breath andeft unattended for extended period of time with no access to e@térms:

http://youtu.be/aSY7rXmZS8U

The dark bay horse shown ineth vi deo was named AMistyd and was o0
complaint was filed with the Equine Health Section of the GA Department ofP&G Mat Thomson, a
veterinariandiagrosed Mistywith a condition known as anhidrosis. A horse with anhidrdses not sweat
efficiently enough to dissipate by heatand is therefore prone to body heat quickly risingaangerous levels.
Thevetainarianadvised that she was not fit to be used as a carriage haesgsbeof this conditioccording

to publicdocuments, the horse was removed from the working horse groud ©@d3%/However, Misty was
observed working again on 3/1/14.

Condition of feet and howesare problematibecause of the hours spent on hot, dry and hard surfaces.

The constant pressuredhooncussion cause horses to have split or damaged hosfandlto have $®

tenderness or soreness. Additionally, housing horses in wet, muddy or damp areas will soften and

weaken hooves and lead to weak feet, bacterial and fungal infections and RrGengdless photographs

taken of Nottingham Shire & Fantasy Stables horses show that many of them have severely split and crackec
hooves while pulling carriages. Additionally, rest areas provided to Nottingham I$drses on Tift Street
appear to not offr enough dry space, the pictures show the horses standing in deep mud andHoasese.

were also documented working with loose ofitting shoes.

Sec. 162157.- Shoes.

No equine shall be used to pull a vehicle for hire without properlydithoes on each properly trimmed hqgof.
Should an equine throw a shoe during its shift, the time and location must be noted on the trip sheet, and the
hoof must be examined by the driver and any nails removed.
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