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Investigation of MexicanHorse Slaughter Plants approved for export to
the European Union

Introduction:

The United States is the main supplier for horses slaughtered at EU approved plants in Between
Januaryl, 2012 and Octobe27,2012 approximiely 89,032horses were exported from the US to Mexico for
slaughter. (8urce: USDA Market News Service).

The aim of the investigation was to determine conditionshfoses during transport argtaughter and to
compare these conditions with Europeamdafaa r d s . Ani mal s6 Angel s alread
Mexican slaughter plants in 2007 and 2008. During these investigations, poor condittbrishumane
treatmentwere documented. The goal of the 2012 investigation was to check if any improvemkhbe

noticed.

The European Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) visited the plants with their investigators inf ROE?.

Their assessment washe overall situation as regards official controls over the production of horse meat and
meat products forgoorts to the EU as well as certification largely provides satisfactory assurances regarding
compliance with, or equivalence to, EU requiremenig-ull length audit report can be found here:
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_inspection_ref6331p

However, the FVO visit was aannouncednspection and all plants wemmtified in advanceabout the
upcoming audit, which significantly limits thessibility of documenting the tru®nditions and handling.

9/18/12

Location:

Inter Meats, S.A. DE C.V.

Avenida Universidad 602 Int. 19 Unidad Ganadera
Aguascalientes, AGS. Mexico 20130

Examples of gigin/shipment info for US horses arriving atthis plant:

Owner/Shipper Location: Distance to export pen | Distance export perio
plant
Dennis Kunz Willard, Utah 1166 miles 660 miles
Dorian Ayache Lebanon, TN 1268 miles 660 miles
Joe Simon Perkins, OK 729 miles 660 miles
Triple Crown Ranch Meeker,OK 711 miles 660 miles
Mike McBarron Kaufman, TX 606 miles 660 miles
Ryon Simon Cannon Falls, MN 1445 miles 660 miles
Dave Quinn Gallop, NM 635 miles 660 miles
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6:55am:

Investigators arrivé at the InterMeas plant togther with 2 trucks they rtailed the night befordrom the
fZoosanit ar whket papdrveork kspcloeckadt within Mexicthe horses had been loaded at the
Presidio export pens the day before and crossed into Mexico during the late aft€atalainael time was 16
hours The horses were not given food or water during the entire transport.

Transport Company:
Moreno Cattle Company
DOT 2327265

Horse inside trailer Livestock trucks loaded with hees waiting at checkpoint

The plant entrance waglarded, but since the investigators arrived with the trucks the security guard decided
to let them enter the plant premises as walitsidle of the slaughter plart large holdingreawasvisible that
containedhundreds of horses. The trisckacked up to the loading rarapd the seal was checked by plant
personnelEarlier that night, the drivers had told the investigators that thegyadrallowed to break this seal

even if there waan emergency sucls a horse going down inside the trailer.

e
A

Official checking sel

Unloading of US orses

The trucks immediately started to unload, the handling was calm and without any Bigtegal horses were
observed limping when theyalkeddown the rampSome of the horseserevery thin.Many had snotty noses
and eyes that appeared infectedhoroughbreds were noteaimongst themas well asseveral horses
displaying the BLM freeze brand The horses were put in a large pen without access to food and water.

7:45am: The trucks finished unloading
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Horses with BLM brands

According to paperwork obtained bylriplé GhownaRardin Ange
Meeker, OK. 31 horses werenloaded from the firdtailer, 27 horgs fromthe secondrailer. Nothing on the
owner/shiper paperwork indicateabatany BLM branded horsegsereamong the oreloaded, despite the fact

the shipper is required to enter this information on the owner/shipper certificate. Additionally, the information
regarding sex, breed and age of the horselffierent Triple CrownRanch shipments is identical omultiple
owner/shipper ceriifates which proves that the paperwork has been falsified.

A n i mArgealsdvas able to identify twaof the BLM branded horses found in the shipment:

Freeze band#: 06181485and 00832889
Signalment key #HF1AAAAHB andHM1EEEFIP

The six year old mareasprepped in RidgecresCA and then shipped to Hutchinson, KS in Octd@d8.In
Augustof 2009 she went to the maintenance facilityPauls' Valley, OK and was adeptin Septembe2009
to soneone living in Mayetta, KSThe BLM Oklahoma City Office (Pauls' Valley) issuéuk title to the
adopterThe other horswvas born in 2000gathered at the Wyoming Stewart Cré&kdén Lakes area in March
of 2002.He went to RoclkSprings for preparation and was adopdedé/15/02 by someone ivisconsin The
identity of the other horses observed remains unknown.
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' us horss i pen area
Investigators were informed that the horses would not be slaughtered right away, but kept in the holding area
for a while. Insdle the holding area many horses with green USDA slaughter tag were visible. Several were
extremely emaciated

While documenting conditions inside the holding area, investigators were approached by plant personnel and
informed that they were not allowed film any longerThe plant manager told them thhe slaughter plant

was run by the state and that each visitor had to fill owlffésial document requesting permissioneiater the
premises. Furthermore, he stated that the guard that granted woocé$de fired. Disappointed, investigators

left the plant and decided to drive to the Jerez facility.

9/19/12

Location:

Carnicos de Jerez

Carretera JeréizSanchez Roman Km 27.6.P. 99380
Jerez, Zacatecas

1:30pm: Investigators arrivedt the Jerezlaughter plant. Public documents indicated that the plant didveecei
horses from the US that day:
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Shipper/Details:
- Mc Daniels & Sons, Brookston, TX
- 30 horses (31,644Ibs} amount received: $11,708.28
- Horses were loaded in Brookston, TX on 9/17/121a#5am

- Mexican Transport Company: Transportes Chavez

Other examples of origin/shipment info for US horses arriving at this plant:

Owner/Shipper Location: Distance to export pen| Distance export pen f
plant

Dennis Chavez Los Lunas, NM 388 miles 579 milkes

Dorian Ayache Lebanon, TN 1268 miles 579miles

John Sanders Marland, OK 761 miles 579miles

Terry Saulters Waco, TX 528 miles 579miles

Mitch Stanley Hamburg, AK 724 miles 551 miles

The |l ocation has c¢hangedawidwal eas lFeani eractdtteuid the prgneidess | a
which completelyblockedthe view of the urdading pens and the plait.new seclty gate has been built
with an office next to it.

|
|
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Since there waso way to obtain any documentation, investigatorsddetiohead back towards Camardgmn

route, investigators were stopped by police and militahich searched the car and harshly questioned the
investigators about the purpose of their stay. They were informed that the area was not safe and that they
shoud not be on the road after dark.

Back at the border crossing to Presidio, investigators notiwganany trucks cro$sg into Mexico from the

US parked at a dry lot close to the border, dropped the loaded trailer and then returned to the US. Shortly
thereafter, the loaded trailers were picked up by different Mexican transport,teupkscedure that likely has

to do with US DOT regulationgresumably, the trucks that pick up the horses for the final treingpthe

plant do not havauthorization to dve on US soil.

The first truck with horses crossed through the border at@r00 he white Freightliner (Transport Company:
Autotransportes des Conchos; DOT 05564g6lled one ofthe newer, open roof trailers, whidifer no
protection from sun or na Investigators documented the condition of the horses inside the sedézd Thao
dividers were placed inside the trailer, segregating horses into three .gfb@psompartmentsvere quite
crowded and thborses were observed biting each other gidihg for space.
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The next truck crossing through was a red Volvo pulling a Silver Star single deck trailer. (Transport Company:
Moreno; DOT 2327265).Investigators documented as many horsepassiblebefore being forced to stop
filming. They then decided to head to the Camargo slaughter plant.
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